Fighting Gnome Listmania Directions
Let’s face it:  Finding interesting books in the library or the bookstore can often be a challenge.  Sometimes just standing in the library can be overwhelming—being surrounded by thousands of books in about a billion categories can do that to you!  The crazy part is that between us, we’ve probably read about a billion good books!  The trick is sharing what we know with one another.

On Amazon (http://www.amazon.com) and iTunes (http://www.itunes.com) –two of the biggest collections of interesting stuff in the world today—users help one another to find good content by organizing and publishing lists of their favorite books and songs.  Each list starts with an interesting title designed to catch the attention of others and a definition describing the characteristics shared by each book or song included on the list.  

Why do these lists matter?
Easy:  Amazon and iTunes lists become information filters for you.  Instead of blindly poking through books and songs hoping to find something new and interesting, Amazon and iTunes lists let you start from titles that other people have already decided were interesting!  With Amazon and iTunes lists, you can take advantage of the experience and expertise of others to discover new books and/or songs that you didn’t even know you’d like!
Cool idea, isn’t it?  
That’s why we’re going to start this school year by organizing and publishing lists of our favorite books and/or songs for one another.  When we’re done, we’ll have created an entire collection of suggestions to learn from—a perfect starting point for our trips to the library.  Here’s how to create your own list:

	Directions
	Examples
	Your Response

	Decide on a category for your list
The items on your list should all share something in common.  That means you need to think about a category or collection of books/songs that you enjoy—or that you think your peers might enjoy.  
Remember that there’s no ‘right category!’  In fact, the more variety we have in the lists our team creates, the more people we’ll be able to help with our lists.


	· Books/songs about the stresses of life.

· Books/songs that make me happy.
· Books/songs about adventures.

· Books/songs about interesting people.

· Books/songs that left me wondering.

· Books/songs about things I’d never do!

· Books/songs about conflicts and challenges.

· Books/songs about fantastic places and interesting creatures.
	

	Give your list a clever name

The next step to create a list that will catch the attention of your friends is to come up with a clever name that expresses the mood or hints at the topic of the books/songs in your collection.


	· “You’re Not Alone, You Know.”

· “Goblins Have Eaten My Brain.”

· “A Thousand Adventures I’d Love to Have.”

·  “Don’t You Wish You Knew. . .”
	

	Write a definition for your list:
The only rule in our Listmania project is that every book/song that you include on a list that you create has to share something in common.  To help others quickly decide whether or not they’ll find the content on your list interesting, you need to write a short (3-5 sentence) definition explaining the criteria that you’ve used to decide which titles to add to your list.

	“I’ve always felt like I was a survivor because my life hasn’t always been easy.  That’s why I love books/songs about surviving.  Sometimes I want to read about people who overcome physical obstacles like being stranded in the wilderness.  Other times I want to read about people who overcome emotional obstacles like bullies at school or troubles at home.  All of these books/songs share those kinds of themes.  They help me to remember that nothing can keep me from reaching my own goals as long as I try.”
	

	Start Assembling Your List

Now it’s time to start adding books/songs to your list!  Think back through all of the books/songs that fit the definition that you’ve just written and start listing them here.  If you know the author/band name, be sure to write it down.  If you don’t, be sure to look it up online before working on your final copies.

Don’t worry too much about ordering your list yet.  Instead, focus on brainstorming as many titles as you can think of.  The more choices that you have now, the more polishing you can do on your list later.  

See if you can include a few unique titles on your list.  For example, if most of your books are adventure stories about survival in the wilderness, see if you can include a title about ‘surviving’ a challenge that’s not in the woods—bullying, divorce, a physical handicap etc.  

You may include websites and/or magazines that fit into your category, too.  You may not include anything that others might consider inappropriate!  Remember that we’re sharing these lists with others.


	Title of List:  You’re Not Alone, You Know

· On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer

· Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

· Call it Courage by Armstrong Sperry

· Crazy Lady by Jane Leslie Conley

· Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

· Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
	

	Writing Short Teaser of Each Book/Song
Once you’ve gathered a collection of books/songs that fit your list’s criteria, you’ve got to write a short (3-5 sentence) teaser that is designed to catch the attention of other readers your age.  That way, when they’re browsing your list, they’ll have a sense for the books that they might enjoy the most.  
(You might need a separate piece of paper to finish this step—especially if you’ve got a lot of titles on your list or if you’ve written long descriptions!)


	On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer
Have you ever broken your parents’ rules and felt really guilty about it?  Have you ever had to figure out how to move forward even though you’ve disappointed people that are important to you?  If so, On My Honor is just the story for you.  You’re not alone, you know.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

Parents and teachers don’t always understand that being a kid is hard work!  Not only do we have to find a way to fit in with new friends, we have to try to figure out how to deal with the pressures of doing well in school.  Those are lessons that a talented young boy named Ender learns in Battle School, far away from his home.
	

	Publishing Your List:
When you’re done assembling your list, see your teacher for directions about how to share it with others.  While we’ll certainly make a classroom collection of lists that you can refer to when going to the library, we’ll probably also post our lists on our classroom website/blog so that they’re easy to search by category—and available for other kids around the world to poke through, too!


